[A total subcutaneously implantable venous catheter system. 4 years' experience in cancer patients].
A totally implantable venous access system (Port-a-Cath) was inserted in 48 cancer patients. The devices were utilized for the administration of chemotherapy, antibiotics and blood products, as well as for blood drawing. Implantation was possible on an outpatient basis. The system provided full physical activity and good quality of life for the patient. Complications related to the Port-a-Cath were one subclavian vein thrombosis, one catheter thrombosis, two catheter dislocations, one dislocation of the "port" and reduced blood aspiration in two cases. It is stressed that no catheter related infections were seen. With increasing experience of the team the complication rate was significantly reduced.